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BOSTON

The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, announces the display of a
series of works by artists Artemis Akchoti Shahbazi and Cyrus
Samii in the Arts of Islamic Cultures gallery. The six works,
which belong to their project Other Kings... Other Stories...,
will be on view at the MFA until September 2022.

Akchoti Shahbazi and Samii grew up in Iran but joined the large
Iranian diaspora of the 1980s, eventually moving to the United
States. In Other Kings ... Other Stories ..., they offer a chronicle
of Iran’s modern history from an insider/outsider perspective,
offering both the cool gaze of the historian and the more
intimate one of the émigré. The artists draw heavily upon the
Shahnama, the 11th-century Persian epic that is a cornerstone of
Iran’s culture, while also reaching to other forms of art and
storytelling such as the travelogue and parde-khani (storytelling
before a painted scene). In so doing, they bring the language of
elites and the masses into contact with one another. Other
Kings... Other Stories... presents tales of canny prime ministers,
melancholy kings, cunning alchemists, and tragic lovers,
inviting viewers to step into the artists’ minds and to view Iran
through layers of imagination born both of history and myth,
connection and loss, distance and proximity.

The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, is open 10am to 5pm
Sunday, Monday, Thursday and Saturday, and 10am to 10pm on
Friday. Timed tickets are not required.
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L DOKHTAR-'E LOR (OR THE lRAN OF YES'I‘ERDAYAND . : .
.. TODAY) IS SCREENED " '
. 11x14 1/2 INCHES " . :

'-Z " ACRYLIC AND INKON MUSEUMQUAL.ITY .APER

' BOY MEETS GIRL. I LORESTAN TO BE SOMEWHAT .

.. MORE SPEClFlC ABOUT GEOGRAPHY AND ACCOUNT .

- FORTHELOR GlRL TITLE. BOY AND GIRL FALL N -
. LOVE BUT HAVE TO OVERCOME THE EV[L BANDLTS
.- WHO KIDNAPPED THE GIRL: WHEN SHE WAS STILL/ A

.. CHILD. ESCAPES AND PURSUITS ENSUE AND EVlL- :
.. DOERS FALL BY THE WAYSIDE. THOUGH

SN ADVENTUROUS, THE PLOT, IN ITSELF, ’ L
. 1S'NOT PARTICULARLY HEROIC. BUT THE. FACT THAT .
- E DOKHTAR-'E LOR IS'THE FIRST PERSIAN- LANGUAGE - -
o TALK[NG FILM DOES SOMETH[NG TO COMMEND lT TO- ’
- POSTERITY: AND TO PICTORIAL- lNTERPRETAT[ON. -
-"." AND THEN THERE 18 THE SUBTEXT OF - L
- LAWLESSNESS THAT FORCED THE. YOUNG COUPLE

.. TO FLEE TO BOMBAY; ONLY - -
.. TORETURN TO IRAN. WHEN ORDER HAS BEEN

- ESTABLISHED. THAT IS THE: lRAN YESTERDAY AND
" ; TODAY PART OF THE SUBT]TLE. B







